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The Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance

Built Environment

Research

Some work has been undertaken to explore progression from Level 3 provision into Higher Education (HE) in the sub-region. Perhaps unsurprisingly, progression is shown to be much more robust from such programmes as BTEC National Diploma than from ‘craft based’ programmes.

A new project has begun to identify where part-time students on HE programmes come from and why they have made the decision to move into HE at this stage in their careers.

Curriculum Development

A proposal to develop a Foundation Degree in Building Services is being undertaken in a collaborative venture between FE and HE with the support of Summit Services Sector Skills Council.
A mapping project is underway to look at NVQ 4 and the associated CSCS card entitlement and how this can be integrated with undergraduate provision. 

A guide for HE partners is being produced entitled ‘Work-based Assessment Handbook ‘. In association with this there will be a reflective report on the process undertaken to be able to arrive at such a document detailing the discussions with employers, students and academic staff. 


Progression
Much has been done to develop progression agreements for vocational learners and the outcomes of the work have been displayed in an on-line enquiry system entitled Pathways which can be found at www.pathways.gmsa.ac.uk. This searchable facility allows learners to explore their options from level 3 qualifications into HE. Currently a learner with a good grade profile from BTEC National Diploma Construction will find 63 HE programmes that provide a conditional offer, 59 that guarantee an interview and an additional 163 that will welcome applications from this qualification. These options are expanding all the time as new HE provision is added and more of this is included in progression agreements.
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