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Leap Ahead is working closely on the regionally and nationally recognised construction repository. This is a collaboration between Leap Ahead, Skills for Sustainable communities LLN's, CHEA, Fdf the following identifies some of the current activities.
· The Construction Repository will contain a number (48 initially) of 5 HE credit modules and high quality learning and teaching resources to be shared across all 43 LLN partners, using blended learning through a web based platform. The modules link to a new 3 year foundation degree in Construction Management validated at Nottingham Trent University to be delivered at Derby College, New College Nottingham and Lincoln College.

· This Construction Management foundation degree has been recently been submitted to the CIOB (Chartered Institute of Builders) accreditation panel for final approval against the institutions formal criterion. 
· As part of this project a tendering process took place to select a suitable e-learning company to deliver the electronic element of the repository, the successful company Innovation for Learning (I4L) has now commenced work on the project.

· The electronic element of the repository is progressing well at I4L with a demonstration repository under development this will support publicity events and marketing materials currently being planned to optimise the number of new learner cohorts that have an awareness of the Repository, as identified in the research report.

· A project manager has been engaged to work across the two LLN’s with particular focus in facilitating the development of the repository architecture with I4L and the authors which have been engaged from partner FEC’s and HEI’s from across the two LLN’s.
· Developments continue this month with the publication of the employer needs research commissioned by Fdf for the project. This research identifies the potential to further develop strategic links with other activities in region including the EMDA (EMCBE) led review of the Construction Sector Implementation- Skills Action Plan. The full research report will shortly be available via the Leap Ahead temporary repository website. 
· The recent development of two new funding proposals for the Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Business skills for the Decorative and interior design strands of activity has resulted in three new LLN partner College joining the Repository activity giving a total of 15 partner Colleges and Universities across the East midlands region.
· Both Leap Ahead and Skills for Sustainable Communities LLN’s have been approached by Asset Skills the SSC for Housing to support a scoping event with the Chartered Institute of Housing using the repository as a model to develop a Foundation Degree in the housing sector.
· Further strands of activities are underway in Civil Engineering, Building Service Engineering which will feed into the repository.
· Across the LLN we have activity taking place with our e-portfolio project; working specifically with the Summit Skills SSC lead in the regional to provide a simplified map of NVQ standards for the plumbing sub-sector.
· We also have a strong employer engagement focus delivering IAG and business advice and support by working through organisations such as Train to Gain and business link advisors; in addition Leap Ahead supports the New Technologies Initiatives (NTI) and a number of Constructing Excellence Clubs and other employer’s forums.
· The LLN engages with 14-19 regional leads to develop through the credit and progression working groups.
For more information please contact Dave Tooth Construction Sector Manager e-mail d.tooth@derby.ac.uk or phone 079 0990 2431 or visit www.leapahead.ac.uk
