Please complete the boxes most applicable to you with brief information about the research you wish to share (one form per piece of research).

KEYWORDS: Postgraduate, arts

e.g. students, employers, skills (more than one may be appropriate)

TITLE: 
‘Mapping provision and participation in postgraduate creative arts and design’

Carried out by the Institute for Employment Studies

PURPOSE:

To map the provision of postgraduate creative arts and design courses, gather accurate data on participation of learners from different backgrounds, and explore pathways to and from postgraduate creative arts and design. This will help to determine who enters postgraduate courses in art and design and provide a background for policy on widening participation

EXPECTED/ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE: Publication date: 25 June 08

METHOD (please include information about the number and type of participants):

Statistical analysis of a special run of HESA data covering i) all postgraduate students at UK institutions (2003/04, 2004/05 and 2005/06), and ii) the destinations of UK domiciled postgraduate and undergraduate students (those graduating in 2005/06). Plus two surveys of potential creative arts and design postgraduates – those in their final year of a BA/FdA course in a NALN member institution and those who have applied to a postgraduate course (taught masters) at a NALN member institution. The responding samples for the surveys were 107 and 450 respectively.

OUTCOMES OF RESEARCH (if complete):

Research outcomes provide many insights into postgraduate study in creative arts and design (CAD). 

· a profile of CAD course provision amongst NALN membership and beyond across the UK,  and the implications of greater concentration in some regions

· a profile (ethnicity, gender, age and entry qualification) of CAD postgraduate students indicating areas of under-representation 

· information on the relative popularity of CAD courses and modes of study for individuals from different backgrounds

· an analysis of direct routes into postgraduate study (from undergraduate study), comparing CAD and other subjects indicating that ‘topping up’ from a foundation degree was common, and inferring that undergraduates may take some time out before embarking on further CAD study

· an analysis of intentions to apply for postgraduate study and key motivations to study relating to skill development, employability, enjoyment/interest and networking opportunities

· information on preferences for postgraduate study and feedback on the process of applying for a CAD postgraduate course

· an analysis of the perceived benefits of CAD postgraduate study, particularly highlighting the individual rewards such as ability to specialise, increased self confidence, ability to network with other artists and designers, and increasing skills and attractiveness to employers 

· information on how students were intending to finance their studies and their concerns about finance

· insights into the destinations of postgraduate students and the greater significance of freelance, part-time/short-term employment in creative arts and design

      The Executive Summary can be found online at www.naln.ac.uk

COMPLETED RESEARCH:

How will the findings be disseminated? Book to be published, seminars to be held

Is a final report available?
No – June 08

If yes, where can it be found?

	CONTACT NAME:
	Maxine Walker

	EMAIL:
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	ORGANISATION:
	National Arts Learning Network
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