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Tracking Study of NALN students

Researcher: Dr Caroline Hudson 

Commissioned by the National Arts Learning Network

PURPOSE: 

to track the experience of different aspects of Higher Education (HE) of a sample of first year students from widening participation backgrounds, on a range of HE courses (BA Fine Art, BA Textiles, BA Graphics, FdA  Fine Art) at  two NALN institutions

to identify the extent to and ways in which widening participation issues identified by students and staff are specific to HE Art and Design or are generic to experience of HE 

to track the development of widening participation students’ Art and Design practice, over the first year of HE

to assess the extent to and ways in which students from widening participation backgrounds use their own experience in their Art and Design practice

to identify the extent to and ways in which two NALN institutions address widening participation issues identified by students and staff 

to identify the distinctive contribution of the NALN in addressing widening participation issues identified by students and staff at  two NALN institutions

to develop a small number of case studies of non-participants in HE Art and Design, in the two NALN institutions
. 

EXPECTED/ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE  A draft report on the research 2007-08 will be submitted to the NALN at the end of September, 2008

METHOD (please include information about the number and type of participants):

- Two sets of semi-structured, audio-recorded interviews with a target of 40 widening participation students, during the academic year 2007-08

- Informal conversations with students, recorded in a research log  

- Observation of selected teaching and learning and assessment sessions, recorded in a research log

 - Semi-structured, audio-recorded interviews with selected members of staff

-  Documentary analysis (e.g. course materials, students’ work etc) 
OUTCOMES OF RESEARCH (if complete):

COMPLETED RESEARCH:

How will the findings be disseminated? Through the NALN, using a range of methods as appropriate

Is a final report available? 

If yes, where can it be found?
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