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Purpose: This research study has been designed to gain insight and understanding of

the choices made by Sussex-based students in years 12 and 13 and in Further

Education institutions regarding their future, whether this is to go into Higher

Education or straight into employment. It is hoped that the study will give

Higher Education providers in Sussex a rich source of information that will

inform their future curriculum strategies, give them an understanding of

students' decision-making processes and reveal the key variables involved in

students' education and future employment choices. It will also seek to

identify any particular barriers to progression that are encountered by

learners who might be considered disadvantaged in any respect.

This study will support and inform current progression initiatives, such as the

Sussex Liaison and Progression Accord (SLPA), which recognises the need for

education providers to maintain existing networks and build new relationships

and will enable Higher Education providers in Sussex to market their products

more effectively.

Method: The research methodology will incorporate qualitative and quantitative

methods, collecting information via questionnaires and focus groups from a

sample of education providers, ensuring this incorporates a range of

qualifications (FDA, A/AS levels, BTEC National Diploma, NVQ, AVCE etc.) and

a geographic spread of institutions.

Outcomes of research:

Is a final report available?: No

How will the findings be disseminated?: Through the Sussex Learning Network website and the Lifelong Learning

Network National Forum

Where can it be found?:

Contact name: Susan Bishop

Email: s.j.bishop@brighton.ac.uk
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