Research Group Meeting

14th October 2010 11.00 am

Birkbeck, University of London
	1. Attendance:

Amelia Rout

Emma Thomas 

Jill Ward 
Mandy Hobart

Claire Newhouse

	Apologies:

Nicola Prime
Viki Faulkner

Kate Thomas

	Action



	2. Matters arising

· APEL/RPL:  Nothing had been heard regarding the flyer for the January 2011 event. AR to chase Jan Wise for this and for an update on the meeting that took place in September (John Konrad). 
· Hints and tips document: AR to chase JS regarding this.
· SQW summative evaluation of LLNs: CN updated on this. CN is collating the points raised at the recent Directors’ meeting with further feedback received. The National Forum are working on rewriting SQW’s Executive Summary with the addition of some introductory and contextual information. The new date for release of the report is November 2010.  
	AR
AR
CN



	3. Research project update
· Two more days extra funding from the National Forum had been agreed for Jan Wise and Jenny Shaw to do an extra ‘sweep’ of LLN research to update the database. To be produced for the end of December.
· The current version of the synopsis was agreed as the final version so that it could be ready for the LLN National Conference in November. A second, revised, version may be produced for the end of the year.
	AR/Jan Wise/JS

AR to check with Christine Denman

	4. Research forum eBook/NIACE book proposal
· The book proposal was submitted to NIACE on 28th September. AR is expecting a reply by Friday 22nd October and will chase if nothing is heard by then. 
· If the proposal is accepted: NIACE have advised that there is likely to be a 4-6 month turnaround time for publication. It was agreed that if accepted, NIACE must guarantee publication by the end of February 2011 – if this is not possible, then the plan may be shelved.
· If publication with NIACE does not go ahead: Staffs LLN will arrange for the electronic material to be formatted as an eBook.
· JW will write a forward.
	AR
JW

	5. Papers
· AR had circulated the paper that had been drafted for submission to FACE’s journal.
· AR is also making the final edits to a paper for the UALL WBL journal.

	AR
AR

	6. UVAC journal article 
· Jan Wise’s final synopsis of LLN research is to be used as the basis for a submission to UVAC – AR is to edit and shorten this (as there is a 3000-word limit).
	AR

	7. ‘Research in Post-Compulsory Education’ call for papers
· AR had drafted a call for papers for the special issue of RPCE that will focus on LLN work. The deadline for articles is 24th June 2011. AR agreed to continue to take responsibility post-Staffs LLN for the collation of articles for this, in conjunction with CN. AR to arrange circulation/publicising of the call for papers, including as an insert in the conference pack for this year’s LLN National Conference. Additionally: national webpage, individual LLN webpages, national newsletter, individual LLN newsletters, UVAC, AimHigher research page, FACE, Action on Access, LLN mailing list.
· The collaboration with FERA was discussed: Nick Stratton at FERA is managing the updating of FERA’s website. AR to get an update from Phil Whitehead on how this is progressing.
	AR

AR

	 8. Future funding
· There was some discussion of possible opportunities for funding – e.g. to do a final ‘sweep’ in 2011 of LLN research projects for the database.
	

	9. AOB

· AR had put a synopsis re LLN work into the FACE e-bulletin for September 2010. She will send the same text to UVAC for their message board.
· Concern was expressed over the low numbers who had registered for the NIACE ‘Adult progression into part-time Higher Education’ conference on 26th January 2011. AR agreed to take flyers to the FERA conference on 22nd October. It was suggested that the NIACE event could be re-marketed after the upcoming Comprehensive Spending Review. AR may have a slot in the ‘Interactive Learning’ exhibit.
· CN reported on the Action on Access report on Aimhigher/LLNs: this is now ready and should be circulated within the next couple of weeks.
	AR
JW
CN

	10: Date of next meeting
· January 20th 2011 1.00, lunch served from 12.30.
· MAL 352, Birkbeck University
	


